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SB 538 AN ACT CONCERNING PLEA AGREEMENTS BY SEXUAL OFFENDERS
The Department of Public Safety supports this bill.

The Intent of the sex offender registry is not met if those guilty of crimes requiring
registration are allowed to plead guilty to other charges that do not require registration. This
bill would deter such plea agreements. It would preclude the court from accepting a plea of
guilty or nolo contendere made pursuant to a plea agreement with the state wherein such
person, in lieu of pleading to such offense, pleads to an offense that does not require
registration, unless the state’s attorney states for the record the specific reason for the plea
agreement and why registration Is not required for public safety.

This bill would prevent sex offenders from avolding registration and, at the same time, vests
appropriate flexibility in the court and the state’s attorney.
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